Tips for Creating a Book Trailer

1. Your job is to convey the MAIN IDEA and MOOD of the book and MAKE THE AUDIENCE WANT TO READ the book. In a series of still or moving images, enhanced by sound and/or narration you must give the BASICS about the book. 
The four most important elements to convey are:

a. The main character (protagonist)

WHO is the main character? _______________________________________
b. The setting

WHERE does the story take place? __________________________________
c. The conflict 

WHAT is the problem the main character must solve: ___________________
_______________________________________________________________
d. The mood

HOW does the story make the reader feel? ____________________________
2. Lesser concepts you may include if you wish:

a. The antagonist(s)

WHO are they and what is their conflict with the main character?

______________________________________________________________
b. The turning point, climax (only HINT at this - DO NOT GIVE AWAY THE ENDING!!!)

WHAT is the most exciting part? __________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
3. Key points to remember:

a. End with a “cliff-hanger” – make them WANT to know what happens to the main character

b. Use foreshadowing, but …
c. DO NOT GIVE AWAY THE ENDING!!

d. Use images and audio that are in keeping with the MOOD of the book
e. Observe COPYRIGHT law – use only original images, video, audio OR be sure you have permission to use borrowed material.
f. Be SUBTLE – give hints that tantalize.

g. Be CONCISE – do NOT give plot summary!!!!!!
http://teacherweb.com/FL/AtlanticTechnicalCenterTechnicalHS/MrsRohrbach/BookTrailerTips.doc

